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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

BUREAU OF THE BUDGET 

WASHINGTON 2S. □. C. 

March 20 , 1962 CIRCjJLA^Ng. A -3 

TO THE HEADS OF EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENTS AND ESTABLISHMENTS 
SUBJECT: Government periodicals 


1* Purpose . The purpose of this Circular is to prescribe a uniform 
procedure governing the approval of the use of funds from appro- 
priations available for printing and binding for the printing of 
Journals, magazines, periodicals, and similar publications. 

This revision of Circular No. A-3 replaces the revision dated 
September 8 , i 960 . The definition of periodicals (paragraph 3a) is 
expanded to conform to the Government Printing and Binding Regulations. 

2. Requirements of approval . Section 1 of the Act of May 11, 1922, 
as amended (44 U.S.C. 220), provides as follows: 

"The head of any executive department, independent office, 
or establishment of the Government is authorized, with the 
approval of the Director of the Bureau of the 3udget, to use 
from the appropriations available for printing and binding 
such sums as may be necessary for the printing of Journals, 
m agazines, periodicals, and similar publications as he shall 
certify in writing to be necessary in the transaction of the 
public business required by law of such department, office, 
or establishment. There may be printed, in addition to those 
necessary for such public business, not to exceed two thousand 
copies for free distribution by the department, office, or 
establishment issuing the some. The Public Printer shall 
print such additional copies thereof as may be required for 
sale to the public by the Superintendent of Documents; but 
the printing of such additional copies required for sale by 
the Superintendent of Documents shall be subject to regulation 
by the Joint Committee on Printing and shall not Interfere 
with the prompt execution of printing for the Government. 

(May 11, 1922, ch. I 69 , sec. 1, 42 Stat. 5 LI; Juno 30, 1932, 
ch. 314, sec. 307, 47 stat. 409.)" 

3. Definitions . 

a. Periodicals . The term "journals, magazines, periodicals, and 
similar publications" (hereafter called periodicals) will be construed 
to refer to publications issued semiannually or more often for the 
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UiIeflil inf °ra ft tion with continuing policy as 
. . * Pacifications, content, and purpose. Tn accordance with 

Prtntlag and Binding HaguStlSn., puhlUtef thl 

shall b® conatrued 11 ^ 0 ^ 1 ? 11 ° f itS routine business. Such information 

«*£ 1S ^■«. t ««“ 0 ^r.Td 1 °ftSSutlon 

official v^tab? f .h^ r 5 ?ff artBent - <>"lce, or e.tabllehment, It. 

s dSr^Lrni ? - rrs' 

£!* f th ' d 'I“ rt ™cct, office, or eetabllshment." 
Tneae exceptions are construed to cover lavn ^,-1 , , . 

° mClil “ 0tlM "' 01-ularriM 

%££%& l?T^: beth ' r prl " t ' d •» th * °°™‘ 

SdiuoSTr requir ' d b by lav " of th: S' 

S^ g g S ° f 

xH11 a * — -} 1P f llebs - Mailing lists for distribution of periodicals 

cZuefS:: ,t lb with'the JSS 

Eeg^etl^f^il^l^otS'to'thruoAthUh'the^chTomcer 

Of the Government issuing the same is required bv law tn * “ flcer 

f,I“ »« contain matter which 1, Scealary Uthe ££££?* 
ZU** bcclhetB or matter relating to work which a^TSSS 

branch of the Government service is authorized to perform " Pcrind^ 
cals will not contain editorials, book reviews or article 
intend^ »1«V to foster or obtain the support of “« o^ide*” 
the Government for an agency, or which can be const^ed as Tvlltl, 
of increased appropriations or of legislation. vocacy 
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